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From Jeff Measures 

Nortel Networks Limited 
Intellectual Property Law Group 



Fax# (613)768-3017 
Phone* (613)768-3003 



Re: United States Patent Application 09/349,087 

MAPPING ARBITRARY SIGNALS INTO SONET 
Filed: Julys. 1999 



Further to our telephone conversation of April 22, 2003, please find transmitted 
herewith the response dated April 1 , 2003, with an amended Page 8. 



This facsimile transmission iS intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and 
may contain infonnation which is privileged and confidential. If the reader of this message is not the intended 
recipienc, or the employee feaponeiiblc for delivering this communxcution lo the intended recipient^ you are 
hereby noCificd that «ny dtocloQUfc, distribudon or copying of this commmiieation is Strictly prohibited- If you 
have received this communication in error, pleatic notify u8 immediately by telephone to arrange for its return. 
Thank you. 



Treatmeat of Originals: 

X Retained on File ^Scnt by Post Sent by Courier 

For enquiries about this transmission, please call Dctiise Lamirande at (613) 768-3019 
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Case: 10420ROUS01U 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

IN RE APPLICATION OF: ROBERTS. Kim B. 

Serial No: 09/349.087 Art Unit: 2662 

Filed: July 8, 1999 Examiner: Odiand. David E. 

Subject: MAPPING ARBITRARY SIGNALS INTO SONET 



The Commissioner of Patents and Trademarl^s 

Washington. D.C. 20231 

U.S.A, 



Sir; 



Response 

This is in response to the office action dated November 1 , 2002. Please amend 
application as foitows: 

IN THE_SPECIFICATION 

Amend pages 1. 3. 8 and 9. 



An amended version of the amendments noted above is attached herewith as set 
forth in AMENDMENTS IN A REVISED FORMA T NOW PERMITTED as stated in 
the United States Patent and Trademaric Office letter dated February 20, 2003 



Please amend claims 1 and 3 -14. 
Add new claims 21-28. 

An amended version of the amendments noted above is submitted herewith as set 

04/67/2863 SHDORE 88668007 141315 89349887 
forth in AMENDMENTS IN A REVISED FORMAT NOW PERMITTED as stated in 

the United States Patent and Trademark Office letter date^^j^i^iy 20, ZOC^.gg CH 

03 FC:ia02 144.60 CH 



Recejve(lfro[n<6137683635>at4/11033:42:21PM [Eastern Standard Time] 
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PTO/sa«l (08-00) 
Apprarad for UB6 througn 10/31/2002. OMB 0G51-O031 
U.S. Pat&nl and Trademartt Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Urtd^r Ihft P^pfthworft RoduCtlon Act of 1995. im &»r$Oft» »f« ft<tutr»'J to fOtPPntf |& » coll»c<tor> <f IrrfCfmaUOft urtlO^t ft tfl$ptoy» > v^Hd OMB control ftuni»or. 



TRANSMITTAL 
FORM 

be used for atf correspondence after Inltiei filing) 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Nanne 



09/349,087 



July 8, 1999 



Kim B. Roberts 



2662 



David E. Odland 



Total Ni;mb9r of Pages in This Submission 



11 



Attorney Docket Number 



ENCLOSURES (Qh^ck 



all that apply) 



B 
H 

□ 
□ 

n 
□ 

□ 



Fee Transmittal Form 
I I Fee Attached 

Amendment i Reply 

I I After Final 

[ I Affidavit£/dedaration($} 

Exten^QH of Time Request 

Express At^arvdonmerrt Requast 

trifonrtdtion Disdosurd Statement 

Certified Copy of Priority 
Dociiment(fi) 

Respor^ to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Appiicetion 

□ Response to Missiog Psrts 
under 37 CFRr52 or 1.53 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 



Assignment Papere 
(for an Application} 

Drawlng(s) 

UCensing-releted Papers 
Petition 

Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Applicetion 

Power of Attorney, Revocation 
Chkan^e of Conrdfipondonte 
Address 

Terminal Disclaimer 
Request for Refund 

CD, Number of CD($) 



Remarlis 



□ After Allowance Commuoicatlon 
to Group 

□ Appeal Communteation to Board 
of Appeals and Interferences 

□ Appeal Communication to Group 
{Afii>tSNotiC*, B^f, Rtfity^ Brit^ 

I I Proprietary Information 

I I Status letter 

□ Other Englosure{$) (pfoasa 
identify befow)'. 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT. ATTORNEY. OR AG ENT 



Rmn 

Of 

Individual nanr^ 



Jeffrey M. Measures 



Signature 



1, 2003 



Data 





CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 




1 herabv certify that this ccnresoondence i$ being deposited with the United States Postal Sen/ice with sulfident tx^staaa as first class 
mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents. Washington, DC 20231 on this data: J 


Typed or printed name 




Signature 




Date 


J 



Burden Hour aiatflmenl: Ttils fonm is eaUfnatad to taka 0^ httutt to oomploto, TlmQ wpi «»ry tiopondlr>g gpor> Ihe neads gf the individual case. Any wmmonta 
on iho amount of ttme you are required to compteie iNs form snould t>e sent io ms Chief informBUon Otncer, U.S. patent and TredemaiK or&ce. waihinatfin, 

00 M231. 00 NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRE$$. SEWO TQ: AcBistarrt Cprnmlsslgnor fqr P^tonl?, V/MhlngtC^n, DC 20231- 



Receive(llrom<(137683635>at4l1i033:42:21PM [Eastern Standard Time] 
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BASIC FILING FEE 
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106 330 206 165 Design (ITIng fee 

107 51 a 207 255 Plant filing fee 

108 740 20fi 370 Reissua filing fee 
114 160 214 80 Provisional nnno Fee 



Fee Paid 



SUBTOTAL (1) 



2. EXTRA CLAIM FEES 



Fee from 



Tola) Claims I 
Independent I 
CIsimQ I— 
Multip)8 Dependent 



EK tra Clalm A below Fee Paid 
■20" a L, I Xl I 
-3" 




Large Entity Small Sntity 

Fee Pee Fee Pee 

Cede [$) Cedo ($} 

103 ie 203 9 
102 fid 202 42 

104 280 204 140 

109 84 209 42 

110 18 210 9 



Fee Oescrlptlen 

Cteini9 in excess of 20 

Independent ctetms \a excess of 3 

Muttiple dependent daim, if not paid 

Reissue independent daims 
over original patent 

" Reissue cieims In exoess of 20 
and over original patent 



SUBTOTAL (2) 



103 


130 


203 


63 


Surcharge * lata flUr^ fee or oath 


127 


50 


227 


25 


Surcharge - late piDvistonat Hfing fee or 
cower sheel 


139 


130 


139 


130 


Non-Engiteh spectncailon 


147 


2^20 


147 2»S20 


For filing a request for ex parte reexamlnat 


lie 


am* 


112 


920* 


Requesting publicaD'on of SIR prior to 
Examiner ectlon 


113 


1»W0* 


113 1,340* Requesting publication of SIR alter 
Examiner action 


115 


110 


215 


55 


Extension tor reply within flrst month 


110 


400 


Z16 


200 


Extension for reply within second month 


117 


920 


217 


460 


Extension for reply within third month 


118 


1.440 


213 


720 


Extension for rep^y within foolb month 


128 


1.9S0 


228 


980 


Extension for repty wfthln fifth month 


113 


320 


219 


160 


Notica of Appeal 


120 


320 


220 


160 


Plllr>g a brief In support of en appeal 


121 


2d0 


221 


140 


Request (or oral hearing 


138 


1.S10 


138 1.310 


Petition to Institute a pubDcuso proceeding 


140 


110 


240 


69 


Petition to revive - unavohdable 


141 


1.280 


241 


640 


Petrtion to revive - unintentional 


142 


1.2M 


242 


640 


Utility Issue fee (or reissue) 


143 


460 


343 


230 
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^MNG: Information on this fbrm may become public. Credit card [nfomiatlon should not 
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Burden Hour Statement: This fbrm la estimated to take 0 2 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you ara required to complete this tom should be sent to tho Qtitl Infcvmation Officer, U.S. Patont and Tcadomarfc OfTics. Washington. DC 
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REMARKS 

Under separate cover and being filed concurrently herewith. Applicant submits a 
Petition for Extension of Time under 37 CFR §1. 136(a) to extend the due date for the 
present application by two months, namely to April 1. 2003. 

Applicant has amended the Background section by amending the title to the 
Background section and to delete an incon-ectly identified reference. 

Also errors on Page 8 line 19, page 8, lines 21-24. and page 9. line 5 have been 
corrected. 

A new set of claims 21 - 28 have been added which avoids the language alleged to 
be indefinite in section 2 of the Official Action. However, as argued below, the claims 
are definite, and the addition of these additional claims should not be construed as 
an admission that the rejected claims are indefinite. 

Regarding Section 1 of the Office Action, we have amended claim 14 as suggested 
by the examiner to overcome the claim objection. 

Regarding Section 2 of the Office Action, we provide the following comments. 

The office action states that it is unclear what is meant by a transparent tributary. 
This is a known tenn in the art. However, we have amended the claim to delete this 
term, as it is not needed for patentability. 

The Office Action states it is unclear what constitutes a timeslot as being valid or 
invalid, This is explained on page 8 of the specification. However, we have 
amended claim 1 by changing timeslot to location as this broadens the claim. 
Corresponding amendments have been made to the dependent claims. 

It is submitted that this language is clear and definite, and will be understood by a 
person skilled in the art. In addition to amending claim 1 , we have also added a new 
set of claims 21-28 which uses different language, and includes the limitation: 
"mapping said continuous digital signal into satd container signal by assigning from a 



'^6ceiyed|rom<USPT^^ 



